
Page 416 TITLE 22—FOREIGN RELATIONS AND INTERCOURSE § 2141 

1 So in original. Probably should be capitalized. 

tion in number of employees of United States Travel 
Service in District of Columbia offices, prior to repeal 
by Pub. L. 97–63, § 5(b), Oct. 16, 1981, 95 Stat. 1018, effec-
tive Oct. 1, 1981. 

Section 2129, Pub. L. 87–63, title III, § 307, as added 
Pub. L. 101–508, title X, § 10301(b), Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 
1388–396, provided civil penalties for nonpayment of 
Travel and Tourism Administration Facilitation fee. 
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CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in section 2122 of this title. 

§ 2141. Findings and purpose 

(a) Findings 

The Congress finds that— 
(1) The travel and tourism industry is the 

second largest service and retail industry in 
the United States, and travel and tourism 
services ranked as the largest United States 
export in 1995, generating an $18.6 billion sur-
plus for the United States. 

(2) Domestic and international travel and 
tourism expenditures totaled $433 billion in 
1995, $415 billion spent directly within the 
United States and an additional $18 billion 
spent by international travelers on United 
States carriers traveling to the United States. 

(3) Direct travel and tourism receipts make 
up 6 percent of the United States gross domes-
tic product. 

(4) In 1994, the travel and tourism industry 
was the nation’s second largest employer, di-
rectly responsible for 6.3 million jobs and indi-
rectly responsible for another 8 million jobs. 

(5) Employment in major sectors of the trav-
el and tourism industry is expected to increase 
35 percent by the year 2005. 

(6) 99.7 percent of travel businesses are de-
fined by the Federal government 1 as small 
businesses. 

(7) The White House Conference on Travel 
and Tourism in 1995 recommended the estab-
lishment of a new national tourism organiza-
tion to represent and promote international 
travel and tourism to the United States. 

(8) Recent Federal tourism promotion efforts 
have failed to stem the rapid erosion of our 
country’s international tourism market share. 

(9) In fact, the United States’ share of world-
wide travel receipts dropped from a peak of 
19.3 percent in 1992 down to 15.7 percent by the 
end of 1994. 

(10) The United States has now fallen to only 
the third leading international destination. 

(11) Because the United States Travel and 
Tourism Administration had insufficient re-
sources and effectiveness to reverse the recent 
decline in the United States’ share of inter-
national travel and tourism, Congress discon-
tinued USTTA’s funding. 

(12) Promotion of the United States’ inter-
national travel and tourism interests can be 
more effectively managed by a private organi-
zation at less cost to the taxpayers. 

(b) Purpose 

The purpose of this chapter is to create a pri-
vately managed, federally sanctioned United 
States National Tourism Organization to rep-
resent and promote United States international 
travel and tourism. 

(Pub. L. 104–288, § 2, Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3402.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (b), was in the 
original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 104–288, Oct. 11, 
1996, 110 Stat. 3402, which is classified principally to 
this chapter. For complete classification of this Act to 
the Code, see Short Title note set out below and Tables. 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 104–288 provided that: ‘‘This Act 
[enacting this chapter and section 2124 of this title, 
amending sections 2122 and 2124c of this title and sec-
tion 4727 of Title 15, Commerce and Trade, and repeal-
ing sections 2123 to 2123d, 2124 to 2124b, and 2126 to 2129 
of this title] may be cited as the ‘United States Na-
tional Tourism Organization Act of 1996’.’’ 

§ 2141a. United States National Tourism Organi-
zation 

(a) Establishment 

There is established the United States Na-
tional Tourism Organization which shall be a 
private not-for-profit organization. 

(b) Organization not Federal agency 

The Organization shall (1) not be considered a 
Federal agency, (2) have employees appointed 
without regard to the provisions of title 5 gov-
erning appointments in the competitive service, 
and paid without regard to the provisions of 
chapter 51 and subchapter III of chapter 53 of 
that title relating to classification and General 



Page 417 TITLE 22—FOREIGN RELATIONS AND INTERCOURSE § 2141b 

Schedule pay rates, and (3) not be subject to the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act or any other 
Federal law governing the operation of Federal 
agencies. 

(c) IRS status 

The Organization shall be presumed to have 
the status of an organization described in sec-
tion 501(c)(6) of title 26 until such time as the 
Secretary of the Treasury determines that the 
Organization does not meet the requirements of 
such section. 

(d) Purpose of Organization 

The Organization shall— 
(1) seek and work for an increase in the 

share of the United States in the global tour-
ism market; 

(2) work in conjunction with Federal, State, 
and local agencies to develop and implement a 
coordinated United States travel and tourism 
policy; 

(3) advise the President, the Congress, and 
the domestic travel and tourism industry on 
the implementation of the national travel and 
tourism strategy and on other matters affect-
ing travel and tourism; 

(4) operate travel and tourism promotion 
programs outside the United States in part-
nership with the travel and tourism industry 
in the United States; 

(5) establish a travel and tourism data bank 
to gather and disseminate travel and tourism 
market data; 

(6) conduct market research necessary for ef-
fective promotion of the travel and tourism 
market; and 

(7) promote United States travel and tour-
ism, including international trade shows and 
conferences. 

(e) Powers of Organization 

The Organization— 
(1) shall have perpetual succession; 
(2) shall represent the United States travel 

and tourism industry in its relations with 
international tourism agencies; 

(3) may sue and be sued, make contracts, and 
acquire, hold, and dispose of real and personal 
property, as may be necessary for its cor-
porate purposes; 

(4) may provide financial assistance to any 
organization or association in furtherance of 
the purpose of the corporation; 

(5) may adopt and alter a corporate seal; 
(6) may establish and maintain offices for 

the conduct of the affairs of the Organization; 
and 

(7) may conduct any and all acts necessary 
and proper to carry out the purposes of this 
chapter. 

(f) Funding 

(1) Furtherance of chapter 

The Organization may accept gifts, legacies, 
devises, contributions, and payments in fur-
therance of the purposes of this chapter. 

(2) Expenses 

The Organization may also accept such gifts, 
legacies, devises, contributions, and payments 
on behalf of the National Tourism Organiza-
tion Board to cover the expenses of the Board. 

(g) Political activities prohibited 

The Organization shall not engage in any ac-
tivities designed in part or in whole to promote 
a political party or the candidacy of any person 
seeking or holding political office. 

(Pub. L. 104–288, § 3, Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3403.) 

CONTINGENT REPEAL 

Section repealed if within 2 years after Oct. 

11, 1996, United States National Tourism Orga-

nization Board has not developed and imple-

mented comprehensive plan for long-term fi-

nancing of United States National Tourism Or-

ganization, see section 2141e(a) of this title. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The provisions of title 5 governing appointments in 
the competitive service, referred to in subsec. (b), are 
classified to section 3301 et seq. of Title 5, Government 
Organization and Employees. 

The Federal Advisory Committee Act, referred to in 
subsec. (b), is Pub. L. 92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 770, as 
amended, which is set out in the Appendix to Title 5. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 2141e, 2141f of 
this title. 

§ 2141b. United States National Tourism Organi-
zation Board 

(a) Establishment 

There is established the United States Na-
tional Tourism Organization Board for the pur-
poses of governing and supervising the activities 
of the Organization. 

(b) Members 

The Board shall be self perpetuating and the 
initial members of the Board shall be appointed 
or elected as follows: 

(1) The Under Secretary of Commerce for 
International Trade of the Department of 
Commerce, who will serve as a member ex offi-
cio; 

(2) 5 State Travel Directors elected by the 
National Council of State Travel Directors; 

(3) 5 members elected by the International 
Association of Convention and Visitors Bu-
reaus; 

(4) 3 members elected by the Air Transport 
Association; 

(5) 1 member elected by the National Asso-
ciation of Recreational Vehicle Parks and 
Campgrounds, 1 member elected by the Recre-
ation Vehicle Industry Association; 

(6) 2 members elected by the International 
Association of Amusement Parks and Attrac-
tions; 

(7) 3 members of the travel payments indus-
try appointed by the Travel Industry Associa-
tion of America; 

(8) 5 members elected by the American Hotel 
and Motel Association; 

(9) 2 members elected by the American Car 
Rental Association; 1 member elected by the 
American Automobile Association, 1 member 
elected by the American Bus Association, 1 
member elected by Amtrak; 

(10) 1 member elected by the American Soci-
ety of Travel Agents, and 1 member elected by 
the Association of Retail Travel Agents; 
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(11) 1 member elected by the National Tour 
Association, 1 member elected by the United 
States Tour Operators Association; 

(12) 1 member elected by the Cruise Lines 
International Association, 1 member elected 
by the National Restaurant Association, 1 
member elected by the National Park Hospi-
tality Association, 1 member elected by the 
Airports Council International, 1 member 
elected by the Meeting Professionals Inter-
national, 1 member elected by the American 
Sightseeing International, 4 members elected 
by the Travel Industry Association of Amer-
ica; 

(13) 1 member elected by the Rural Tourism 
Foundation; 

(14) 1 member elected by the American Asso-
ciation of Museums; and 

(15) 1 member elected by the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation. 

(c) Chair 

The Board shall elect a Chair for an initial 
term of 2 years. After such initial term, the 
Chair shall be elected for such term as the Board 
may designate. 

(d) President 

The Board shall appoint and establish the 
compensation and duties of a President of the 
Organization who shall assist the Chair in orga-
nizing and carrying out the necessary functions 
of the Board. The duties of the President shall 
include serving as a non-voting member of the 
Tourism Policy Council established under sec-
tion 2124 of this title. 

(e) Powers and duties of Board 

(1) The Board shall adopt for itself and the Or-
ganization such bylaws and delegation of au-
thority as it deems necessary and proper, which 
shall— 

(A) require at least a three-fifths majority 
vote for amendment; 

(B) set forth the process for the number, 
terms, and appointment or election of future 
Board members; 

(C) provide the authority for the hiring and 
compensation of staff; and 

(D) establish the procedures for calling 
meetings and providing appropriate notice, in-
cluding procedures for closing meetings where 
confidential information or strategy will be 
discussed. 

(2) The Board shall designate a place of busi-
ness for the receipt of process for the Organiza-
tion, subject to the laws of the State or district 
so designated, where such laws do not conflict 
with the provisions of this chapter. 

(3) The Board shall present testimony and 
make available reports on its findings and rec-
ommendations to the Congress and to legisla-
tures of the States on at least a biannual basis. 

(4) Within one year of the date of its first 
meeting, the Board shall report to the Senate 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Trans-
portation and the House Committee on Com-
merce on a plan for long-term financing for the 
Organization, with a focus on contributions 
from the private sector and State and local enti-
ties, and, if necessary, make recommendations 
to the Congress and the President for further 
legislation. 

(f) Compensation and expenses 

The Chair and members of the Board shall 
serve without compensation but may be com-
pensated for expenses incurred in carrying out 
the duties of the Board. 

(g) Immunity 

Members of the Board shall not be personally 
liable for any action taken by the Board. 

(h) Meetings 

The Board shall meet at the call of the Chair, 
but not less frequently than semiannually. The 
Board shall meet within 2 months of appoint-
ment of all members, but in any case no later 
than 6 months after October 11, 1996. 

(Pub. L. 104–288, § 4, Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3404.) 

CONTINGENT REPEAL 

Section repealed if within 2 years after Oct. 

11, 1996, United States National Tourism Orga-

nization Board has not developed and imple-

mented comprehensive plan for long-term fi-

nancing of United States National Tourism Or-

ganization, see section 2141e(a) of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 2141e, 2141f of 
this title. 

§ 2141c. Symbols, emblems, trademarks, and 
names 

(a) In general 

The Organization shall provide for the design 
of such symbols, emblems, trademarks, and 
names as may be appropriate and shall take all 
action necessary to protect and regulate the use 
of such symbols, emblems, trademarks, and 
names under law. 

(b) Exclusive right of Organization 

The Organization shall have exclusive right to 
use the name ‘‘United States National Tourism 
Organization’’ and the acronym ‘‘USNTO’’, the 
symbol described in subsection (c)(1)(A) of this 
section, the emblem described in subsection 
(c)(1)(B) of this section, and the words ‘‘United 
States National Tourism Organization’’, or any 
combination thereof, subject to the use reserved 
by subsection (c)(2) of this section. 

(c) Unauthorized use; civil action 

(1) In general 

Any person who, without the consent of the 
Organization, uses— 

(A) the symbol of the Organization; 
(B) the emblem of the Organization; 
(C) any trademark, trade name, sign, sym-

bol, or insignia falsely representing associa-
tion with, or authorization by, the Organiza-
tion; or 

(D) the words ‘‘United States National 
Tourism Organization’’ or the acronym 
‘‘USNTO’’ or any combination or simulation 
thereof tending to cause confusion, to cause 
mistake, to deceive, or to falsely suggest a 
connection with the Organization or any Or-
ganization activity; 

for the purpose of trade, to induce the sale of 
any goods or services, or to promote any exhi-
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bition, shall be subject to suit in a civil action 
brought in the appropriate court by the Orga-
nization for the remedies provided in the Act 
of July 5, 1946 (60 Stat. 427; 15 U.S.C. 1501 1 et 
seq.) (popularly known as the Trademark Act 
of 1946). 

(2) Exception 

Paragraph (1)(D) shall not be construed to 
prohibit any person who, before October 11, 
1996, actually used the words ‘‘United States 
National Tourism Organization’’ or the acro-
nym ‘‘USNTO’’ for any lawful purpose from 
continuing such lawful use for the same pur-
pose and for the same goods and services. 

(d) Contributors and suppliers 

The Organization may authorize contributors 
and suppliers of goods and services to use the 
trade name of the Organization as well as any 
trademark, symbol, insignia, or emblem of the 
Organization in advertising that the contribu-
tions, goods, or services were donated, supplied, 
or furnished to or for the use of, approved, se-
lected, or used by the Organization. 

(d) 2 Limitation 

The Organization may not adopt or use any 
existing symbol, emblem, trademark, or name 
that is protected under law (including any trea-
ty to which the United States is a party). 

(Pub. L. 104–288, § 5, Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3406.) 

CONTINGENT REPEAL 

Section repealed if within 2 years after Oct. 

11, 1996, United States National Tourism Orga-

nization Board has not developed and imple-

mented comprehensive plan for long-term fi-

nancing of United States National Tourism Or-

ganization, see section 2141e(a) of this title. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Trademark Act of 1946, referred to in subsec. 
(c)(1), is act July 5, 1946, ch. 540, 60 Stat. 427, as amend-
ed, also popularly known as the Lanham Act, which is 
classified generally to chapter 22 (§ 1051 et seq.) of Title 
15, Commerce and Trade. For complete classification of 
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under 
section 1051 of Title 15 and Tables. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 2141e of this 
title. 

§ 2141d. United States Government cooperation 

(a) In general 

The Secretary of Commerce, Secretary of 
State, the United States Trade Representative, 
and the Trade and Development Agency shall— 

(1) give priority consideration to recom-
mendations of the Organization; and 

(2) cooperate with the Organization in carry-
ing out its duties. 

(b) Report 

The Under Secretary for International Trade, 
the Assistant Secretary for Trade Development, 
the Assistant Secretary and Director General 
for the United States and Foreign Commercial 

Service, the Under Secretary of State for Public 
Diplomacy, the United States Trade Representa-
tive, and the Trade and Development Agency 
shall report within 2 years of October 11, 1996, 
and every 2 years thereafter to the Senate Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation and the House Committee on Commerce 
on any travel and tourism activities carried out 
with the participation of the United States Fed-
eral Government. 

(Pub. L. 104–288, § 6, Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3406; 
Pub. L. 105–277, div. G, subdiv. A, title XIII, 
§ 1335(o), Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681–789.) 

CONTINGENT REPEAL 

Section repealed if within 2 years after Oct. 

11, 1996, United States National Tourism Orga-

nization Board has not developed and imple-

mented comprehensive plan for long-term fi-

nancing of United States National Tourism Or-

ganization, see section 2141e(a) of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105–277, § 1335(o)(1), struck 
out ‘‘Director of the United States Information Agen-
cy,’’ after ‘‘Trade Representative,’’ in introductory pro-
visions. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 105–277, § 1335(o)(2), substituted 
‘‘the Under Secretary of State for Public Diplomacy’’ 
for ‘‘the Director of the United States Information 
Agency’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1998 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 105–277 effective on earlier of 
Oct. 1, 1999, or date of abolition of the United States In-
formation Agency pursuant to reorganization plan de-
scribed in section 6601 of this title, see section 1301 of 
Pub. L. 105–277, set out as an Effective Date note under 
section 6531 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 2141e of this 
title. 

§ 2141e. Sunset 

(a) Two year deadline for development of com-
prehensive long-term financing plan 

If within 2 years after October 11, 1996, the 
Board has not developed and implemented a 
comprehensive plan for the long-term financing 
of the Organization, then sections 2141a through 
2141d of this title are repealed. 

(b) Suspension or termination of operations for 
insufficient funds 

The Board may suspend or terminate the Or-
ganization if sufficient private sector and State 
or local government funds are not identified or 
made available to continue the Organization’s 
operations. 

(Pub. L. 104–288, § 7, Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3407.) 

§ 2141f. Definitions 

For purposes of this chapter— 
(1) the term ‘‘Organization’’ means the 

United States National Tourism Organization 
established under section 2141a of this title; 
and 

(2) the term ‘‘Board’’ means the United 
States National Tourism Organization Board 
established under section 2141b of this title. 
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(Pub. L. 104–288, § 12, Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3410.) 

CHAPTER 32—FOREIGN ASSISTANCE 

SUBCHAPTER I—INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

PART I—DECLARATION OF POLICY; DEVELOPMENT 
ASSISTANCE AUTHORIZATIONS 

Sec. 

2151. Congressional findings and declaration 
of policy. 

(a) United States development co-
operation policy. 

(b) Coordination of development- 
related activities. 

2151–1. Development assistance policy. 

(a) Principal purpose of bilateral 
development assistance. 

(b) Form of assistance; principles 
governing assistance. 

(c) Worldwide cooperative effort to 
overcome aspects of absolute 
poverty. 

2151a. Agricultural development in rural areas. 

(a) Authorization to President to 
furnish assistance; appropria-
tions. 

(b) Use of assistance primarily in 
aid of rural poor; multilateral 
infrastructure projects; for-
estry projects. 

(c) Increased agricultural produc-
tion in least developed coun-
tries. 

(d) Coordination with population 
planning and health pro-
grams. 

(e) Use of local currency proceeds 
from sales of commodities. 

(f) National food security policies 
and programs; bilateral and 
multilateral assistance. 

(g) International Fund for Agricul-
tural Development; participa-
tion and contributions; avail-
ability of appropriations. 

2151a–1. Agricultural research. 
2151b. Population planning and health pro-

grams. 

(a) Congressional declaration of 
policy. 

(b) Assistance for voluntary popu-
lation planning. 

(c) Assistance for health programs; 
special health needs of chil-
dren and mothers; Child Sur-
vival Fund; promotion of im-
munization and oral rehydra-
tion. 

(d) Administration of assistance. 

(e) Research and analysis. 

(f) Prohibition on use of funds for 
performance or research re-
specting abortions or involun-
tary sterilization. 

(g) Authorization of appropria-
tions. 

2151c. Education and human resources develop-
ment. 

(a) General authority. 

(b) Scope of assistance programs. 
2151d. Development of indigenous energy re-

sources. 

(a) Congressional statement of 
findings. 

(b) General assistance authority; 
cooperative programs in en-
ergy production and conserva-
tion; program goals. 

Sec. 

(c) Administrative coordination of 
planning and implementation 
of programs. 

(d) Assistance for programs of tech-
nical cooperation and devel-
opment, research, etc. 

(e) Authorization of appropria-
tions. 

(f) Financing cooperative projects 
among United States, Israel, 
and developing countries. 

2151e. Appropriate technology. 
2151f. Private sector revolving fund. 

(a) Establishment. 

(b) Funding. 

(c) Authorized uses; determination 
of small business enterprise; 
maximum amounts available; 
interest rate. 

(d) Remittance of excess assets. 

(e) Fee for carrying out activities. 

(f) Transfer of unobligated funds 
upon termination. 

(g) Inclusion of proposed projects 
in annual congressional pres-
entation documents. 

(h) Annual report to Congress. 

(i) Loan guarantees. 
2151g. Transfer of funds. 
2151h. Cost-sharing. 
2151i. Development and use of cooperatives. 
2151j. Repealed. 
2151k. Integrating women into national econo-

mies; report. 

(a) Particular programs, projects, 
and activities. 

(b) Assistance to encourage partici-
pation and integration of 
women; prohibition against 
separate assistance program 
for women. 

(c) Funds for United Nations Dec-
ade for Women. 

2151l, 2151m. Repealed. 
2151n. Human rights and development assist-

ance. 

(a) Violations barring assistance; 
assistance for needy people. 

(b) Information to Congressional 
committees for realization of 
assistance for needy people; 
concurrent resolution termi-
nating assistance. 

(b) Protection of children from ex-
ploitation. 

(c) Factors considered. 

(d) Report to Speaker of House and 
Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions of the Senate. 

(e) Promotion of civil and political 
rights. 

2151n–1, 2151o. Repealed. 
2151p. Environmental and natural resources. 

(a) Congressional statement of 
findings. 

(b) Assistance authority and em-
phasis. 

(c) Implementation considerations 
applicable to programs and 
projects. 

2151p–1. Tropical forests. 

(a) Importance of forests and tree 
cover. 

(b) Priorities. 

(c) Assistance to developing coun-
tries. 


